Agenda Memorandum
Historic Preservation Commission

DATE: August 12, 2020
SUBJECT:
Certificate of Appropriateness Request:
Applicant:
Location of subject property:
Staff Report prepared by:

H‐18‐20
Mary Diken
15 Georgia St. NW
Katherine Godwin, Sr. Planner

BACKGROUND:
• The subject property, 15 Georgia St. NW, is designated as a “Contributing” structure in the North
Union Street Historic District. (Exhibit A).
• Constructed: 1921
• “Tall, squarish brick veneer, two‐story Colonial Revival house features a low hip roof with dentil
cornice and hipped dormer with a twenty‐pane window. Notable traits can be found in the two
paired thirty‐over‐one windows on second floor and one paired thirty‐over‐one and a single
thirty‐over‐one flanking principal door on the first floor. The entrance is off‐centered and
features a heavy surround and a broken triangular pediment with decorative finial.” (Exhibit A).
• Applicant is requesting to:
o Install fencing and a gate.
o Pave the single car width driveway with concrete.
DISCUSSION:
The applicant proposes to enclose the back yard by adding two segments of 4’ high black aluminum,
decorative fencing, extending from the sides of the house to an existing brick wall (Exhibit B, D, and E).
The segment of fencing on the left side (facing the structure) of the house measures 20’ 1” and includes
a 5’ wide matching gate (also 4’ high black aluminum, decorative gate) (Exhibits B, D, and E). Plantings are
proposed to soften this segment of fence (Exhibit D). The segment of fencing on the right side (facing the
structure) would replace existing deteriorated wooden fencing and measure 11’ 8” (Exhibits D and E).
The applicant is also proposing to replace an overgrown gravel driveway with a new 40’ concrete driveway
consisting of two runners, each measuring 2’ 3” wide. A grass strip measuring 3’ down the center would
remain unpaved (Exhibits B, D, and E).
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A: Historic Inventory Information
Exhibit B: Application for Certificate of Appropriateness
Exhibit C: Subject Property Map
Exhibit D: Site Plan
Exhibit E: Images and Materials

Historic Preservation Commission
Case # H‐18‐20

HISTORIC HANDBOOK DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS:
Chapter 5 – Section 9: Fences and Walls
 Cast‐iron, powder coated aluminum, or wrought‐iron fences should be designed to follow historic
precedent.
 Where fences are desired in front yards and side yards at corner lots, the design should be primarily
decorative in nature. Front yard fences should not exceed four feet in height.
 The portions of rear yard fences that face the street should be landscaped with shrubs and trees of a
planting size that will fully hide the fence from the street within two years. Size, type, and growth
habits of plant materials to screen rear yard fences that face the street should be submitted at time of
application.
 Use materials like stone, brick, wood, powder coated aluminum, and iron.
Chapter 5 ‐ Section 10: Driveways, Walkways, and Parking:
 The first residential driveways constructed in the districts were fairly narrow, because cars were
smaller than they are now. Some of these driveways consist of two parallel “runners” with a grass strip
in between. These driveways should be retained and the style can serve as a model for new driveways.
When new driveways are constructed, they should be separated from existing driveways by a grass
strip, and should be narrow, since double width driveways are out of scale with the relatively small lots
in the districts.
 Gravel and pavement are acceptable materials for driveways, as are some alternative materials such
as cobblestone, brick, and pervious pavers.

RECOMMENDATION:
1. The Historic Preservation Commission should consider the circumstances of this application for a
Certificate of Appropriateness relative to the North and South Union Street Historic Districts
Handbook and Guidelines and act accordingly.
2. If approved, applicant(s) should be informed of the following:
 City staff and Commission will make periodic on‐site visits to ensure the project is
completed as approved.
 Completed project will be photographed to update the historic properties survey.
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Disclaimer
These maps and products are designed for general
reference only, and data contained herein is subject
to change. The City of Concord, it's employees or
agents,make no warranty of merchantability or fitness
for any purpose, express or implied, and assumes no
legal responsibility for the information contained therein.
Data used is from multiple sources-with various scales
and accuracy. Additional research, such as field
surveys, may be necessary to determine actual conditions.
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